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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

IN A setback to former Union tele-
com minister Dayanidhi Maran,
the Supreme Court on Monday
dismissed his appeal against the
Madras High Court's verdict in the
‘illegal' BSNL telephone exchange
case.

A bench of Justices Ranjan
Gogoi, T Banumathi and Navin
Sinha told Maran to “...go and face
trial”. Besides Dayanidhi, his elder
brother Kalanithi of the Sun TV
Group, and five other accused will
also face the trial in the matter.

Dayanidhi had challenged in
the apex court the Madras High
Court's July 25 order setting aside
his discharge in the case. A CBI
court had in March last year dis-
charged the Maran brothers from
the decade-old telephone ex-
change scam case, following
which the CBI had challenged the
order in the Madras High Court.

On July 25, the High Court re-
jected the objections raised by the
brothers against the CBI appeal. 

The court said there was suffi-
cient material to prosecute all the
seven accused in the case. It di-
rected a lower court to proceed
with framing of charges against
the Maran brothers and complete
the trial within 12 months.

The CBI case against Dayanidhi
pertains to alleged misuse of his
office to install private telephone

exchanges in his two houses in
Chennai — one in Gopalapuram
and the other in Boat Club.
Dayanidhi was the then minister
for communications and informa-
tion technology in the UPA-1 gov-
ernment. It was alleged that he
used the facility to benefit
Kalanithi's Sun TV Network
between June 2004 and
December 2006.

The Maran brothers was
charged with causing a loss of Rs
1.78 crore to the exchequer by us-
ing 700 telecom lines so installed.

According to the CBI, the
billing addresses ofthese connec-
tions were offices ofchiefgeneral
managers, BSNL and Chennai tele-
phones. 

The agency also accused
Maran of obtaining 19 prepaid
mobile SIM cards for Sun TV staff
without payment of due charges
to BSNL.

After the FIR was lodged in
2013, there were no efforts by the
CBI to arrest Maran brothers until
mid-2015.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY 30

TAKING A cue from the
Karnataka government, Haryana
has decided to introduce toilet
facilities in  Volvo buses.

Haryana Transport Minister
Krishan Lal Panwar said Monday
that the state had 39 Volvo buses
and planned to hire 30 more
such buses. Haryana Additional
Chief Secretary (transport)
Dhanpat Singh said initially, the
plan is to introduce toilets in
around 10 per cent of its Volvo

buses. “People prefer taxis be-
cause passengers can stop any-
where to avail the facility of toi-
lets because some passengers,
because of health reasons, re-
quire this facility. That’s why we
are introducing similar facility in
our Volvo buses,” said Dhanpat
Singh. Six years ago, the
Karnataka State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) had intro-
duced the facility of toilets in a
few of its long route buses to fa-
cilitate its passengers especially
elderly and those with children.

Panwar told mediapersons
that they would arrange a course

for the drivers and conductors of
Haryana Roadways buses to
train them to behave politely
with the passengers. The train-
ing sessions will be organised
with the help of the Indian Oil
Corporation at Panipat Refinery.
The minister said that the gov-
ernment would include 650
more buses in its fleet during the
current financial year while 600
buses were included last year.
“Not a single bus was included in
the fleet of Haryana Roadways
during the previous (Congress)
government,” the minister
claimed. 

Haryana: Volvo buses to get toilets

Dayanidhi Maran

BSNL TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SCAM CASE

Dayanidhi Maran’s plea
dismissed, SC tells him
to ‘go and face trial’

DMK supporters outside the Chennai hospital where DMK chief M Karunanidhi is being
treated Monday. The former CM is reported to be stable, but remains at the ICU. PTI

RAHUL TRIPATHI
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

FORTY LAKH applicants left out
the final National Register of
Citizens (NRC) are likely to have
three months to file their claims
and objections, instead of one
month, a top official in the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
said, citing the large number of
applicants and the mammoth
exercise involved in handling of
appeals.

According to the official, peo-
ple who have not found a place in
the draft NRC list will not be de-
clared foreigners automatically
and will be given two months ini-
tially to file their claims. 

On entitlements of those left
out ofthe draft NRC, the MHA of-
ficial said, “Voting rights or any
other entitlements of individu-
als cannot be decided based on
NRC draft updation. It will have
to be done by the Election
Commission (EC).”

Officials said the process for
accepting claims and objections
will start from August 30, instead
of July 31. Any individual can file

an appeal until September 30,
which gives them a two-month
period from July 30. 

The government, if needed
can extend this deadline by an-
other month, an official said.

Late evening, the Registrar
General ofIndia revised the dead-
line for final publication of the
NRC list. The RGI “notified” that
“enumeration in connection with
updation ofthe National Register
ofCitizens (NRC), 1951, in respect
of Assam shall be completed
within the period ending on 31
December, 2018.” The earlier or-
der had set a deadline ofJuly 31 to
complete the entire process. 

The MHA today also rebutted
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s charge that in-
ternet connectivity was snapped
in Assam on Monday after decla-
ration of the draft NRC.

The ministry official said, “The
chief secretary and the director
general of police (of Assam) have
informed the Home Ministry that
telecom and internet services
were running without interrup-
tion in the state.” The official
added that the situation is peace-
ful in Assam at the moment.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 30

ON A day Assam released the fi-
nal draft of the state’s National
Register ofCitizens (NRC), leaving
out more than 40 lakh people, the
Opposition staged a walkout in
protest even as the government
maintained that the entire exer-
cise had been carried out under
the monitoring of the Supreme
Court and there will be enough
time to put up claims and objec-
tions.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh
assured Parliament that this is not
the final NRC but just a draft, and
asked the Opposition not to “un-
necessarily politicise the issue”.

Singh said, “It will be improper
to raise such allegations. It’s not
the final NRC.. Everyone will have
full opportunity to file claims and
objections as per provision in law.
Only after the disposal of claims
and objections — for which the
time-frame will be decided by the
Supreme Court —  will the final
NRC be published.”

He said, “The disposal will be
by higher administrative author-
ities. Then whoever (is) left can go
to foreign tribunal. Justice will be
done to them.”

The Home Minister told the
Lok Sabha, “It cannot be politi-
cised, because it’s a sensitive issue.
The government had no role in it.
It has been monitored by the
Supreme Court. This is unneces-

sary politicisation ofa sensitive is-
sue,” he said.  

As MPs belonging to opposi-
tion parties criticised the govern-
ment that the citizens were “dis-
criminated in the name of
religion”, Singh said, “The allega-
tions are baseless.”

The Opposition — Congress,
Trinamool, NCP, Left parties, RJD
and Samajwadi Party members —
staged a walkout in protest. TMC’s
Saugata Roy has given a notice for
adjournment motion, which was
denied by the Speaker.  

Raising the issue during Zero
Hour, Roy’s party colleague Sudip
Bandyopadhyay said, “I cannot
understand why such a thing is
happening only in Assam. What
about other states? This matter
should be taken up very urgently.”

Supporting Bandyopadhyay,
Congress’s Mallikarjun Kharge
sought a discussion on the issue.
He argued that the issue is “hu-
manitarian”, and the government
should clarify what will happen to
people who cannot find their
names in the register. CPI(M)’s
Mohammad Salim said, “Citizens
should not be discriminated
against in the name ofreligion. You
are going to dump these people in
camps, calling them stateless.”

Responding to concerns ex-
pressed by members, Rajnath
Singh said the process had been
on for a while, and even under
non-BJP governments in the past.
The Opposition tried to raise the
issue in Rajya Sabha also but the
proceedings  were adjourned
abruptly.

Oppn asks govt to clarify on NRC
issue, Rajnath says ‘don’t politicise’

Those out of NRC
draft likely to have 3
months to file claims

Security personnel stand guard outside an NRC Seva Kendra
in Guwahati on  Monday. Dasarath Deka

PRAYERS FOR KARUNANIDHI

DEEP MUKHERJEE
JAIPUR, JULY 30 

A WEEK after Rakbar Khan alias
Akbar was allegedly lynched in
Rajasthan’s Alwar, BJP MLA Gyan
Dev Ahuja said that if cow smug-
glers are caught, they should be
slapped a few times and tied to a
tree, and then police should be in-
formed.

Speaking to reporters in Alwar
on Sunday, the MLA said, “Thoda
bahut isliye, pakda hai to do-chaar
thappad mukka karke unko ped se
baandh do, aur police ko suchana
de do(Ifthey are caught, give them
a few slaps and punches, tie them
to a tree and inform the police).”

Ahuja held a press conference
on Sunday evening after he visited
Lalawandi, the village where

Rakbar was allegedly lynched on
the night ofJuly 20. The village is in
Ramgarh — Ahuja’s Assembly
constituency.

Speaking to The Indian Express
over the phone on Monday, Ahuja
clarified that he wanted to appeal
to the people to not take law in
their hands.

“What I meant to say was that
don’t beat or assault cow smug-
glers severely. Instead, after 2-4
slaps, tie them to a tree so that
they are not able to escape. Police
should be informed after that.
They will arrive and arrest them
and will handle the legal proceed-
ings. Nobody should take law in
their hands,” Ahuja said.

He claimed that all three peo-
ple arrested for the murder of
Rakbar are innocent and have
been framed by the police. 
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HYDERABAD, JULY 30

THE GANDHI Medical College
and Hospital, the biggest govern-
ment hospital in Hyderabad, has
launched an investigation after
relatives and attendants of pa-
tients were found to be smug-
gling pouches of toddy, country
liquor bottles and gutka into pa-
tients’ wards. The hospital is in-
vestigating ifstaffand ward boys
were involved.

“Relatives of several patients
who are bedridden were giving
toddy to them as they think it
would help them get well soon.
People staying overnight with
patients are using nooks and cor-
ners inside the hospital to con-
sume country liquor. We found
people carrying 20-25 packets of
gutka which they were consum-
ing inside and spitting over the
walls,’’ Medical Superintendent
Dr P Sravan Kumar said.

The matter came to light
when the hospital authorities
were going through CCTV
footage to identify a mobile
phone thief in the hospital. 

The footage showed people
consuming liquor in hospital
corridors and staircases at
night. “It was found that atten-
dants or relatives of patients
bring toddy and liquor bottles
with food or other things for the
patients. Many of them are seen
offering toddy to the patients
late at night when hospital staff
are not around,’’ Dr Kumar said.

Probe after
toddy sneaked
into Hyderabad
hospital

Slap cow smugglers,
tie them to a tree and
inform cops: BJP MLA


